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Agenda

• Background on Energy Efficiency Standards
• 2018 CleanBC & EMMC Policy
• 2021 CleanBC Policy Update

• Carton Pricing
• Zero-Carbon new Construction by 2030
• Green House Gas Reduction Standard
• Enhancing Energy Efficiency Programs
• Space and Water Heating Equipment Standards
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Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation
• Electricity and Alternative Energy Division

– Built Environment Branch
• Energy Efficiency Branch

Works with:
• Attorney General and Ministry Responsible for 

Housing 
• Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

Strategy
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B.C.’s Energy Efficiency Regulations

Key Points of the Regulation:
• Applies to the sale, distribution, lease and other disposal of products 
• Applies to new construction, retrofits and replacements
• Is enforced at manufacturer, distributor and retail store
• Requires third party verification and labelling

Link to Consolidation Regulation
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14_2015

Under the Energy Efficiency Act, the 
Energy Efficiency Standards Regulation
sets energy performance standards for 
devices that use, control or affect the use 
of energy.
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B.C.’s Energy Efficiency Regulations
Responsibilities
The EESR applies to any person manufacturing, selling, 
offering for sale, transferring, assigning, or conveying 
regulated products.

Parties responsible for EESR compliance may include:
•manufacturers,
•distributors,
•retailers,
•developers,
•installers and
•residential home builders.
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Site Inspections - Authority
Under the Energy Efficiency Act, an inspector is authorized to;

• Enter a manufacturing facility, warehouse, 
distributor office, showroom, retail store, or 
construction site where regulated products are 
manufactured, sold or otherwise disposed

• Inspect any regulated product during 
manufacturing or from stock

• Remove any regulated product from the facility 
for compliance testing

• Request test reports, certification reports  
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Aspiration Goal
By 2035, all space heating technologies for sale in 
Canada meet an energy performance of more 
than 100%. 

Published Policy 2018



8

CleanBC Roadmap to 2030

Stakeholder Consultations 
• General consultation held August 4, 2021
• Existing buildings consultations held Fall 2021. 
• Includes

– New Construction Code
– Existing Building Code (Renovation Code)
– Energy Efficiency Standards
– Government Incentive Programs
– Utility Demand Side Management Incentive Programs

• Inclusive of 
– Energy Efficiency
– GHG Reductions (efficiency, fuel switching, RNG, H2)



CleanBC Update – Published October 25 2021
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Link to Policy Update: Roadmap 2030 | CleanBC (gov.bc.ca)
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Carbon Pricing
• B.C.’s current price is $45 per tonne. 
• The federal government has announced a carbon price of $170 per 

tonne in 2030, with annual $15 increases beginning in 2023. 
• B.C.’s carbon tax will continue to meet or exceed any federal carbon 

price requirements for 2023 and beyond.
• Future gas price dependent on carbon tax, renewable gas content 

as well as commodity, storage and distribution costs. 

Zero-Carbon New Construction by 2030
• Continue working with local governments to develop voluntary 

carbon pollution standards. 
• Add a new carbon pollution standard to the BC Building Code, 

supporting a transition to zero-carbon new buildings by 2030. 
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Green House Gas Reduction Standard
• A greenhouse gas (GHG) cap for natural gas utilities – limiting 

emissions from the gas used to heat our homes and buildings and 
power some of our industries.

Enhancing Energy Efficiency Programs 
• Shift the focus of utility-funded efficiency programs to support 

market readiness for future standards and codes, place more 
emphasis on electrification, and to ensure affordability for 
households and businesses. 

• Instead of seeing incentives for conventional gas-fired heating 
equipment such as furnaces and boilers, consumers will see more 
support for building-envelope improvements such as insulation and 
better windows, and all kinds of high efficiency heat pumps –
electric, gas and hybrid. 
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Highest efficiency standards for new space and water heating equipment
• Commits to introducing highest-efficiency standards for new space 

and water heating equipment by 2030, and earlier where feasible.
• The standards will require an ‘efficiency’ of at least 100% for new and 

replacement space and water heating equipment
• Allows for electrical resistance, heat pumps, hybrid systems and 

gas heat pumps
• Requires development of new standards



Follow-Up Questions on Policy for Energy Efficiency

Please Contact:

Cameron Shook
Energy Efficiency Standards Engineer
Energy Efficiency Branch
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation
Cameron.shook@gov.bc.ca
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